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“It is not joy that makes us grateful, 
 it is gratitude that makes us joyful.” 

 ~Brene Brown 

Calendar & Schedules 
 
           November 23-27       Thanksgiving Break, No School 
               Dec. 23- Jan. 1          Holiday Break, No School 
 
Weekly Schedule: 

Mondays            Spanish & P.E. 
Tuesdays            Guidance & Library 
Wednesdays     Music  
                                  12:45 dismissal 
                                  1:00-3:15 Hike Around Ripton  
Thursdays          Art 
Fridays                 Spanish & LTI 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 

This year Ripton Elementary School students are spending a lot more time outside. The 
5th & 6th graders enjoy their outdoor classroom in the woods (complete with a fire pit). 
The 3rd & 4th graders often spend time journaling in their outdoor classroom, while the 
preK/K play in their mud kitchen and the 1st & 2nd graders listen to a read-aloud story.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

News from the Principal      

Dear Families and Friends of Ripton Elementary School, 
 

We are grateful to be able to share our first quarter newsletter with you, and hope you enjoy reading 
updates from our classroom teachers. This school year has been unlike any other and will continue to be 
that way until June. In light of all the turmoil and stress, however, the students have done what kids do 
—they have listened, trusted, flexed, and adapted to all of it without incident.  Being in the school 
building with the students has been incredibly fulfilling; the benefits of being in-person are too many to 
list. As Covid levels trend upwards again, we recognize the critical importance of having children in 
school and will maintain as many health and safety precautions as necessary to maintain our current 
fully-in-person model.  Thank you for doing your part to help Vermont and ACSD reduce the spread of 
Covid and keep everyone safe and healthy. 
 
As you will see in the pages that follow, our students have been busy learning many things. In terms of 
their transdisciplinary learning, our PreK and K students are finishing up their exploration of rules and 
routines and identifying similarities and differences between our school expectations and those at home. 
The 1st & 2nd graders have begun their unit on Where We Are In Place and Time by looking at 
communities around the world and the natural resources and geographical features that support people 
and animal communities. The 3rd & 4th graders are learning about fixed mindsets and growth mindsets. 
The students are looking at ways growth mindsets are fostered and what strategies they can use to 
develop growth mindsets themselves. This class is also learning about how societies are organized and 
important components of a democracy — including what is meant by “fair and free” elections. The 5th 
& 6th graders are starting their unit on Sharing the Planet by focusing on commerce, trade and 
manufacturing. They are looking at a map of the world and are thinking about terms like “fair trade” and 
the responsibilities of the consumer.   
 
I want to acknowledge the incredible work our teachers and staff have done to get us to this point. 
Living in a pandemic is not what any of us expected in our lifetimes. Their willingness to work in these 
uncertain times and provide meaningful learning opportunities for students despite the health and safety 
guidelines is greatly appreciated. I am so grateful for the Ripton Elementary staff and community — 
thank you for being a part of it and supporting the work we’re doing with kids. Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving break and please be safe. 
 
Warmly, 

 



 

Pre-k/K Newsletter, Fall 2020    Mrs. Giroux 
 

Wow, what a great start to our school year — it’s hard to believe that November is already here! Students have 
been hard at work learning our classroom routines and how our school works, and have truly become a close 
community of learners. 
 

Math     Students are working with numbers 0-10, sorting, patterning, and counting by ones and tens. They learned 
the names and attributes of the four basic shapes and are well on their way to naming and describing three 
dimensional shapes. They’ve learned how to represent numbers using their fingers and ten frames and tallies, and 
they’re practicing writing numerals by reciting fun rhymes to help visualize the formation of each number.  

 

Reading   Students are practicing three ways to read a book. They read the pictures, read the words, and retell 
familiar stories. They’re working to recognize their own name in print as well as write it, and to also recognize and 
write the names of their classmates. They’ve been listening for and generating their own rhyming words and are 
practicing counting syllables. To practice these skills, they’ve been playing matching games such as bingo and 
memory, they clapped syllables, and they learned a song about a sheep in a jeep!  
 

Writing   In the Prek/K class, we share our thoughts and ideas in many ways. During writing time, we share our 
thoughts and stories through pictures and written words to the best of our abilities. Students have been learning 
the process and the three ways that we write- using pictures, words, and telling our stories with our voices. We’re 
practicing putting our thoughts on paper 
and organizing them into stories that have a 
beginning, middle, and end.  
 

Outdoor Classroom    The Pre-k/K class 
has been exploring the woods and utilizing 
our outdoor classroom space since the start 
of school. We’ve been observing and 
embracing  the seasonal changes and 
taking our work and materials with us as an 
extension of our indoor classroom. We’ve 
been lucky to have this space as we’ve 
spent many days enjoying what our 
beautiful school yard has to offer.  
 

I wonder?    Our wonder wall this year 
proves just how curious young students are 
about their world. Pre-k/K students are 
always generating questions, so 
documenting these wonders and working together to (maybe) find the answers proves that we are inquirers, 
knowledgeable, and reflective of our learning.  
 

Our unit of inquiry for September and October was, How We Organize Ourselves. We as a classroom community 
worked to prove that rules and routines establish and provide structure. We achieved this through an inquiry into 
the purpose of classroom rules and routines and our roles in the community. Some of our goals within this inquiry 
for the first six weeks of school were as follows: 

1. Create a sense of belonging, significance, and fun for all students 
2. Learn, develop, and practice the daily routines and expectations 
3. Generate a sense of competence and excitement about learning 
4. Identify our Hopes and Dreams and create classroom rules  

 

We’re excited to keep working hard and playing together as the year progresses. Our unit of inquiry is changing to 
Who We Are this month, our focus will be on family structure, diversity, and inner traits. This unit incorporates 
much of our work around story elements and personal narrative writing.  



 

  

Fall 2020, 1st & 2nd Grade, Mrs. Holmquist 
 
The first and second grade classroom has been filled with hard-working students for the past 
five weeks since they have been in school full time. 
 

During Theme time, students have been studying the concept of friendship. They participated 
in interviewing another classmate to learn about their likes and dislikes. After listening to the 
book OK, the 1st and 2nd graders wrote a book about activities they could do an okay job at 
but they would still need to practice to be proficient. They also listened to the book Enemy 
Pie and then wrote a recipe for how to be a friend. The 1st and 2nd graders also learned about 
the friendship qualities of empathy and compassion.  They ended this unit of study by 
learning about what is a problem and learning how to solve problems. 
 

In Math,1st graders have been working on learning that addition is adding two parts to get a 
total. During math group, they are learning about fact families by using dominoes and number 
trees. Meanwhile, 2nd graders 
continue to work toward 
greater fluency in adding and 
subtracting facts to 20. They 
have learned how to recognize 
if a number is odd or even as 
well as exploring addition and 
subtraction strategies. So far, 
they have learned about 
adding and subtracting 0, 
adding +1, +2, +3  and -1, -2, -3, 
doubles, and neighbor 
numbers. 
 

In Writing, the 1st and 2nd 
graders have been learning 
about different kinds of 
writing. In addition to writing a friendship recipe as mentioned above, they worked on using 
their interview answers to write a personal narrative about a classmate. They have 
brainstormed about topics they know about and on occasion, during Writer’s Workshop, they 
will choose one of these topics to write about in their Writing Journals. As part of their 
learning about the parts of a letter, students wrote to a book character named Prudy to give 
her some suggestions about what to do with her big collection of things. 
 

During Reader’s Workshop, the1st and 2nd graders have been learning about the parts of a 
fiction book (characters, setting, problem, solution). They have been reading fiction books and 
they have been practicing finding the problem and solution in the story they have read. 
 



 

Fall 2020, 3rd & 4th Grade, Ms. Ogilvie 
 
Each week students in third and fourth grade reflect on their learning for the week. We hope you enjoy our summaries. 
 
September 11, 2020  We were in school for two days this week. The third graders learned how to form two 
letters in cursive. In math, we sorted people glyphs and made a graph. Only one person liked to do math at 
night. We liked the outdoor classroom. We played a game called Ouisi with cards and made matches. Our 
class shared posters about ourselves. Some kids liked to cook and others liked to play with Legos. We did a 
science experiment with chocolate syrup to show how germs get passed from one person to another. The 
germs got passed from the first person all the way to the fifth person. 
 
September 18, 2020  We are reading poems written by Jack Prelusky. The first one was about a little sister 
that ate crayons. The next one was about a little brother that did not like to eat. We made a Venn Diagram and 
wrote down how they were alike and different. After, we wrote about the two poems. The next day we read a 
poem about a boy who was too tired to do anything. We thought about the opposites in the poem and wrote 
our own poem. In math, the third graders learned how to measure objects to the nearest centimeter. Then we 
used a number line to add the lengths of the objects. The fourth graders are learning how to add and subtract 
larger numbers. They are also learning how to use number relationships to solve balanced equations. Nurse 
Gina sent us videos that we watched about wearing masks, handwashing, using the bathroom, and PPE. We 
are painting flags for our outdoor classroom. Each flag has a word that shows how we want our learning 
community to be.  
 
October 2, 2020 In math, the third graders learned about the over strategy for adding and subtracting 2-digit 
numbers. Fourth graders are adding and subtracting 3-digit numbers in word problems. We are using a 
number line to solve elapsed time problems. We measured our handspans and arm spans and then graphed 
them. We introduced ourselves using a paragraph outline. Then we underlined the parts of a paragraph using 
a model. In LTI we are making a slideshow about us with a topic sentence, three details, and a conclusion. 
We made a poster about how viruses get into cells. 
Then we acted out the parts of the poster. It was fun. 
 
October 9, 2020  In math the third grade students are 
using a hundreds chart to round numbers to the nearest 
ten. They are using a number line to solve addition and 
subtraction word problems. Fourth graders are learning 
how to find the perimeter of a shape. The third graders 
are learning how to write letters in cursive.  In literacy 
we are reading poems about nature and acting them 
out. Then we wrote our own poems. We learned how 
germs multiply in cells and spread to other cells. It is 
important to stay healthy by washing your hands, 
wearing masks, and keep a safe distance from others.  
 
October 15, 2020  We thought that making the model of the finger was very fun and instructive. The finger 
bends with a string inside that acts like a tendon that is attached to a muscle. When the muscle bulges it 
tightens and the tendon moves the bone. We are working on poems with strong words and making pictures 
from the words of the poems. In third grade math we are rounding numbers to the nearest tens and hundreds. 
Fourth graders are learning about area using tiles as square units. We learned the proofreading marks.  Our 
class wrote letters to kids in a school in Vietnam. This is called the Peace Pen Pal Project through Middlebury 
College. It will take our letters over two weeks to reach Vietnam in the mail.  
 



October 23, 2020  We read more Robert Frost poems. We heard his actual voice. He was alive during the 
Spanish Influence. He used patterns. We wrote our own poems about nature in the same style as Robert 
Frost. In art class we are spelling out Robert Frost, over and over, to make a picture. In LTI we learned how to 
go between two open tabs.  We all wrote our virus assessment. We made a blob using paint and spreading the 
paint. We used it for our assessment.  This week we learned about tendons and bones. We drew our hand 
bones and colored them. We learned how owl and bat wings are similar to human hand bones. In math the 
third graders did number puzzles and subtraction word problems on the number line. Fourth graders measured 
the classroom and figured out the area. We worked on the mystery perimeter with a missing side.  
 
October 30, 2020  This week we made skeletons out of paper. It was fun! We learned that there are 206 
bones in our bodies. The pelvis is the largest bone. Our bones are stronger than steel. Ways to keep our 
bones healthy are to be careful to avoid injury, eat well, and get plenty of exercise. In literacy, we read “The 
Dance of the Thirteen Skeletons” by Jack Prelutsky. It was a really long poem. We learned how to dance the 
Charleston and danced for the repeating verses. We presented this poem to the kids in the Primary Unit and 
we scared them. We are writing stories to go with our person we made by blowing paint through a straw on a 
piece of paper. Some of us are using conversation. First we planned it on a Graphic Organizer. In math, the 
third graders are learning how to count forward and backward be ten. We are solving subtraction word 
problems on a number line. The fourth graders are solving harder perimeter problems and finding the missing 
dimensions.  
 
November 6, 2020  We had a mock election and did a school vote. Each class was given a certain number of 
electoral votes depending on its size. That is how the person was elected.  We saw some videos about how 
voting works and why Vermont has three electoral votes. Each state gets two votes because they have two 
senators and then a vote for each representative. We have been following the vote counting process. We are 
keeping track of the electoral votes on graph paper. We have been reading One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote and 
You Vote in Literacy. This book explains how every vote gives people a voice or say in who represents them in 
government.  In math, the third graders have begun to learn about place value. They are building three digit 
numbers with Base Ten materials and writing numbers in expanded form. The fourth graders learned how to 

find areas and perimeters of rectangles that were irregular. 
We just finished reading aloud A Good Kind of Trouble. It is 
a book about a middle school girl who finds a way to stand 
up for herself. She starts a protest by wearing a black 
armband in support of the Black Lives Matter movement.  
 
November 13, 2020  In LTI we learned how to make a 
slideshow. We added a picture of the book we are going to 
read. We wrote the title of the book.  We had a new 
calendar with arrays. There is a pattern with both colors 
and shapes. The third graders are learning about place 
value. We wrote numbers in the thousands. The fourth 
graders are solving harder area problems.  We watched 
Kamala Harris’s victory speech. She really cared about her 
mom. Her mom would never have imagined her being Vice 
President. Kamala is the first Vice President, but not the 
last. She also cares about the United States, the pandemic, 
racism, and climate change. We learned about growth 
mindset and fixed mindset. An example is a door can be 
open to let in information and friends. A fixed mindset 
means the door is closed and no information can get in.  



 

Fall 2020    5th and 6th grade 
 

“No matter what people tell you, words and ideas can change the world.” ~Robin Williams 
 
Theme  Our first IB unit of the year was Where We Are In Place and Time.  Students learned how 
history shapes our perspectives and understanding of each other.  We used Refugee as an anchoring 
text to talk about how it is important to know whose perspective you are reading to understand 
events in the past.  It was also fun to have students listen to NPR’s ‘This I Believe’ stories to help 
them understand how stories help 
explain our relationships to one another.   
 
Our next IB unit, Sharing the Planet, will 
focus more on understanding 
consumerism and fair trade.  A fun 
activity we have started involves 
students tracing where each of the five 
main parts of a pencil come from. They 
are learning that trading for materials 
can be expensive, take time, and has an 
impact on the environment and people 
too. Stay tuned for more.  
  
Math  The first unit we completed was a 
nice way to get back into the swing of 
things at school.  Unit One was about 
understanding place value, decimals, 
expanded notation, using number lines, and using the magic powers of ten. Students are about to 
wrap up the Second Unit, multiplication and division just before Thanksgiving break.  We explored 
the many types of strategies that can be used to solve larger digit multiplication/division problems. 
Students have done a great job with using a handy multiplication strategy booklet that Mrs. Pyfrom 
kindly created for our class. Thank you, Mrs. Pyfrom!  
 
Literacy   We started off the year reading a fantastic book called Refugee by Alan Gratz. Many 
students enjoyed the book so much they actually complained about having to stop reading in the 
sections assigned — Gratz has a fantastic way of ending chapters at the most incredible cliff hangers! 
This book is a page turner for sure-please let me know if you would like to borrow a copy for yourself. 
Students made excellent connections with each of the three characters and learned that a book can 
have many different themes throughout.  
 
After break we’ll be starting Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Lemonade Wars, and The Bitter 
Side of Sweet (a condensed version of it anyway).  These books tie in nicely with our IB unit Sharing 
the Planet.  Kids will be learning about making connections (text/text, text/self, text/world) and we will 
focus on vocabulary. 
 
We have been slowly building our way back into writing.  Students started off the year by writing 
some AMAZING perspective poems and learned about reverse poems too. Ask your child to explain 
what a reverse poem is all about. They also wrote a narrative piece that was based on ‘This I Believe.’ 
Students had to really think about themselves and write about a belief they hold true. 
 
Thanks for having great kids!   
~Ms. Sara 



 
 

Wish List 
 

Cleaning out 
your garage,  
basement or 

attic?  
 
We are looking for a few specific donations: 

 
Snowshoes (kids’ sizes) 

Sleds 
Kids’ snow shovels 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We go outside no matter the weather! Please be 
prepared. Need items? Let us know! We have 
some things for borrowing here at school and 
coupons you can use at Junebug. 

Some reminders from Nurse Gina 

The holiday season is upon us and  we wanted to share some reminders and expectations around travel, 
quarantine requirements, and staying safe.   The  safest option right now for all is to avoid non-essential travel.   
It is now mandatory to quarantine after traveling anywhere outside of Vermont.  

Daily Health Screening 

● Have you been in close contact with a person who has been diagnosed with COVID-19? 
● Have you traveled outside of Vermont?  
● Do you feel unwell with any of the following symptoms:  

○ Cough 
○ Shortness of breath 
○ Chills 
○ Fatigue 
○ Fever 
○ Body aches 
○ Headache 
○ Sore throat 
○ Loss of taste or smell 
○  Congestion or runny nose 
○ Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 

 If you do travel outside of Vermont for non-essential travel, you have two options:  quarantine for 14 
days upon returning home or quarantine for 7 days upon returning home and then have a COVID-19 
PCR test.  Students may then return to in-person school once the 14 day quarantine period is up and 
they are symptom free or once you receive a negative COVID test and are also symptom free.    Your 
quarantine period begins when you return home to Vermont.  If you are planning to travel over the 
holidays and are required to quarantine, please contact your student’s teacher(s) as soon as 
possible so they can offer guidance on accessing school remotely during quarantine.   

Thank you for doing your part to keep everyone safe! 



 


